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BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTIS: Today's date is 

December 27, 2001. The time is approximately 1155 

hours. I am Battalion Chief Art Lakiotis, safety 

command, New York City Fire Department. I'm 

conducting an interview with -- 

FIREFIGHTER CASTELLANO: Fireman Castellano, 

149. 

BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTIS: Fireman 

Castellano, Ladder 149. 

This is regarding the events of September 11, 

2001. 

Q. Pete, if you just take me through when you 
started the response and how the events of the day just 
kind of unfolded for you. 

A. I was working that day. We were scheduled 
for educational day. We got up to the rock. We went 
into house watch. 

The first plane hit. We were watching it on 
TV. We started getting ready to go. The second plane 
hit. They told everybody go back to quarters, get your 
rigs and respond from quarters. We jumped in our cars, 
and we started going back to quarters. We took the BQE 
back to quarters. We got around the Manhattan Bridge. 


I saw Tower 2 come down. 
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We went back to quarters. Our rig was 
already gone. The night crew must have taken the rig, 
but we didn't know. We grabbed our gear. We started 
heading over to Manhattan. We got to the tunnel. They 
wouldn't let anybody through the tunnel, so we started 
going to the Brooklyn Bridge. We went to the Brooklyn 
Bridge. People were running over the Brooklyn Bridge. 

We couldn't take the cars, so we started 
walking over. AS we were going halfway over, a car 
came across with a couple of firemen, and we jumped on 
top of the car. We got across. 

We walked down to Broadway. They had a 
command center set up there. The captain was looking 
for some men. He asked me if I wanted to work with 
him. We hooked up with him. We were waiting for 
orders. Meanwhile, guys were coming out of Broadway 
from the building. 

Now, I'm not sure when the Tower 2 came down, 
if we were coming over the bridge or when we got onto 
Broadway, but the smoke got heavy again, and I seen 
Tommy McGoff, Lieutenant McGoff, coming from up 
Broadway. He was dazed. He just kept on walking. I 
tried to talk to him. 


And then we went back to the command center, 
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waited more time, and we got no orders, so we kind of 
went on our own into the area, the trade center area. 
We met a chief. He was looking for tower ladder guys. 
We operated with him for awhile. We were ordered down 
from the tower ladder because of a possible collapse at 
Tower 7. We went from there -- we went to West 

Street. 

Another chief asked us to search financial 
center Building 1, see if anybody was in the building. 
We started making a search of that building. We were 
ordered out of that building. We got -- like 
collapsed. We were ordered out of that building. 

Came down. Sat around for a little while 
waiting for another command. Building 2 or Building 7 
about this time came down. There's some things that we 
did between that time, but Building 7 came down. 

Went back onto the pile. Started, you know, 
looking through the pile, and, you know, what we could 
find, and then we came off the pile again. We hooked 
up with more of our guys, and we went back to Church 
Street, because our rig was on Church Street. We were 
looking for the guys that were working that day, that 
night, the night tour, and we hooked up with some of 


the guys from the night tour. 
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We operated on Church Street with the tower. 
We did searches in buildings. Ten o'clock came. Some 
guys left. Some guys stayed. We hooked up with -- I 
hooked up -- me and Freddy with Vinnie Marsala -- 
hooked up with 18 engine and rescue 3, and we started 
working on a guy that was trapped on top of an elevator 
shaft, and I wound up working my way down to the 
elevator shaft. 

I held the line for them while they tried to 
vent the hose. Worked there for a few hours. They 
relieved us. Another company -- another two companies 
relieved the guys that were in the hole. I came out of 
the hole, went back to the rig. Me and Freddy Marsala 
went back to the rig. 

I got on the radio, and I asked the 
dispatcher -- it was around six o'clock in the 
morning. I asked what him does he want us to do with 
the rig. I got the rig. There's nobody else -- me and 
another fireman at the rig. He told me to hang on for 
a second. Hang on. He'll get back to me. 

About a half hour later, he got back to us. 
He says, "Get whatever equipment that you can get. Go 
back to quarters." So we took -- scavenged up whatever 


equipment we could scavenge up. We took the rig back 
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to quarters. We got our rig back into service at 
quarters and left the firehouse around -- I guess 
around 10 or 11. 

Q. The lieutenant you said you saw, what unit 
was he from? Come up Broadway dazed? 


A. Oh, like I seen Tommy McGoff, Lieutenant 


McGoff. 
Q. From? 
A. Downtown Brooklyn company. I found out later 


he was there when the first fireman was killed by a 
jumper, and he went to help the fireman, and half his 
company went into the tower, and they were lost, and he 
couldn't find them. That's why he was in the state he 
was in, but that was -- I heard that story later. 

I didn't know what the story was. I tried to 
talk to him, but he just kept on walking, and that's -- 
and then there's a lot of other stories. You know, 
that's the basics of what I did that day. 

BATTALION CHIEF LAKIOTIS: Very good. The 

time is about approximately 12:05, and that 


concludes the interview. Thanks, Pete. 


